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The farmer Maroko community was once one of the largest slum communities in Nigeria, with an
estimated 300,000 residents. Located between kilometer markers & and 13 of the Lagos-Epe
Expressway in southwestern Nigeria, Maroko was comprised mainly of poor people who served the
Lagos elite as drivers, cooks, stewards, and traders. There were also a fairly large number of gov-
emment workers (especially those in the lower cadre of civil service), and even a fair number of
lawyers and doctors who lived and/or owned real estate in Maroko. According to Prince SA.
Aiyeyemi, Chaimerson of the Maroko Evictees Committee, on average five to seven peaple lived in
one room in Maroko. Like in many other slum communities, population grawth in Maroko was
astronomical, placing added pressure on the limited infrastructure of the community. Many were
drawn to the community because of ts relatively affordable rental housing and modest infrastruc-
ture, which included schools, a bank, a public library, and a police station. These facilities were,
more often than not, community-sponsored because the government failed to provide basic social
services to Maroka.4s Water supply was erratic, and residents were forced to adopt generally out-
dated methods to acquire water, such as digging water wells. Further, hygiene and general health
care were far below acceptable standards.
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tion of the community, providing only 7 days notice. Between 14 and 21 July 1990 an estimated
300,000 residents were forced off their lands and from their homes without being provided any
altemative accommodations. Shortly after the forced eviction, some evictees took up residence in
abandoned government buildings in three communities that were located several kilometers away
from Maroko. Fallowing public outcry and condemnation, the Lagos State government allocated a
number of building structures in various stages of dilapidation, with some buildings having no
roofs and windows, to ahout 2.5 percent of the affected residents. In several cases, people were
allocated open fields without building structures at all. Today, more than ten years after the dem-
olitions, less than three percent of the evictees have been resettled.

Since 1995, SERAC has worked with members of the Maroko community to sustain their struggle
and advocate for just compensation, resettlement and rehabilitation.  In 1999, SERAC built an
information center in llasan-Lagos, one of the three communities where the Maroko evictees are
temporarily resettled. SERAC discovered that Maroko evictees were completely cut-off from receiv-
inginformation, even on issues that directly concern them, because they do not have accessto tel-
evision sets or radios.s SERAC equipped the center with a television set and now funds the daily
supply of newspapers.

Following SERAC intervention and mobilization of members of the Maroko community, the Lagos
State government recently initiated discussions with members of the former Marako community.
In the interest of resettling the Maroko evictees, SERAC is actively involved in these discussions
andis attempting to facilitate the rehabilitation and compensation processes. In May 1999, SERAC
introduced a micro-credit project to benefit Maroko women and to sustain the women’s participa-
tion in the larger struggle.




