PRESS STATEMENT OF THE PRESTEA CONCERNED CITIZENS ASSOCIATION PRESENTED AT A PRESS CONFERENCE ORGANISED BY THE ASSOCIATION WITH THE SUPPORT OF WACAM ON THE AUGUST 25 ,2005 AT THE INTERNATIONAL PRESS CENTRE ,ACCRA
Mr Chairman ,
Our friends of the media,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
We wish to express the appreciation of the people of Prestea, Himan and Dumase for the interest the media had shown in the negative effects of the operations of the Bogoso Gold Limited (BGL) on our living conditions.

The purpose of  this press conference is to inform the Ghanaian public about the gravity of the social ,environmental and human rights problems resulting from the operations of Bogoso Gold Limited (BGL) and most importantly to solicit the support of well meaning Ghanaians to help save Prestea ,Himan , Dumase from being destroyed by BGL in the name of investment.

Mr Chairman, considering the way BGL is conducting its mining operations, and the insensitivity of the mining company to the effects of its operations on the socio-economic lives of the people in the area, Prestea, Himan, Dumase and the surrounding communities would soon become ghost towns.

Mr Chairman, it would be helpful for the Ghanaian public to know that BGL is virtually mining the Prestea town and it has become a common occurrence of Prestea residents to have their television sets, DVDs, Video decks and other appliances damaged by the intensity of the blasting.  The solution of BGL is that, a committee has been set up to pay for some of the damaged appliances whilst continuing to mine as if nothing is happening.  The intensity of the blasting is destroying buildings in the area.
Mr Chairman, there is a systematic destruction of important socio-economic amenities in Prestea and Himan 

Currently, the mining operations of BGL are so close to the Prestea Government hospital that the intensity of the blasting operations sends panic and shock among the patients. We are worried that the mine waste which is less than 30 meters from the government hospital may soon cover the hospital.

The Shell filling station which is the only filling station for Prestea and Himan has been mined by BGL thus creating artificial shortage of fuel in the town. Vehicles in Prestea and Himan have to travel to Bogoso to fuel.   
Similarly, the old Post Office in Prestea which has a residence for the Post Master attached to it has been affected by the company’s operations and BGL, has built a sub-standard one as a replacement without the attached bungalow of the Post Master.  The new Police station constructed to replace the old one also faces a reduction in standard and the fact that the mine pit is so close to the VRA sub-station in Prestea is a source of worry to us.

 Mr. Chairman, towns like Dumase have had their fair share of the problems of BGL mining operations.

The operations of BGL are gradually killing the Dumase town which was a vibrant town with about six rivers that served as the sources of drinking water for the Dumase community. These rivers that were affected by the operations of BGL are dead. The boreholes that the company constructed for the Dumase community to replace the destruction of the community water sources cannot be used by the Dumase people because the water turns blue-black immediately it comes into contact with plantain or cassava.

As a solution, BGL now supplies the Dumase community with water in tankers and what is even worse is that the water supplied is not sufficient for the community people’s needs and also contains sediments.
The implication is that Dumase and its surrounding communities that have no access to water have their fate tied to the lifespan of BGL.

Mr. Chairman, BGL had a roaster which emitted Sulphur-dioxide into the atmosphere in the past.  The poisonous chemicals emitted from the roaster destroyed crops including Cocoa farms of farmers.  BGL did not show any sensitivity to the plight of the affected farmers whose cocoa and crops yields reduced tremendously.  Some farmers in Anikoko and Bodwire Egya voluntarily abandoned their farms and took refuge in nearby towns when they could not withstand the pollution by the emissions of the roaster and the effects of regular leakages from the cyanide containment into their environment by the dam constructed by the company.  Though the roaster is no more in use, most farmers have suffered permanent damage to their cocoa farms.
Mr. Chairman, in October 2004, BGL spilled cyanide into river Aprepre and refused to provide medical care to the victims who unknowingly drank the poisoned water and ate the poisoned fish.  The Environmental Protection Agency had to use state funds to secure medical care for the victims of the cyanide spillage of BGL.
BGL showed the same insensitivity when Yaw Mensah, a twenty year old farmer was shot in the arm by soldiers acting on behalf of BGL.
Mr. Chairman, we wish to recall the shooting of innocent peaceful demonstrators, when we embarked on a peaceful demonstration on June 13th 2005 to draw attention to the problems of the communities.

These are but a few of the problems that communities in Prestea, Himan and Dumase are facing from the operations of BGL.

Mr. Chairman, the insensitivity of BGL is surprising and the apparent weakness of mining regulatory agencies to call the impunity of BGL to order is equally shocking.

BGL is owned by Golden Star Resources, a Canadian company and we do not think that BGL can mine in such an irresponsible manner in Canada as it is doing in Ghana.  
Mr. Chairman, we are aware that companies from the Organisation of Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) have a responsibility under the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises to behave in the same way when they invest abroad as they would have done in their home countries.
The OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises enjoin companies like BGL to respect human rights, protect the environment and respect the rights of indigenous communities in the countries they operate.

Mr. Chairman, we are aware that the International Finance Corporation (IFC) of the World Bank invested in BGL and withdrew their investment.  We are not surprised that the IFC de-invested from the company.  How can we sit down unconcerned for BGL to mine a Hospital, Post Office, Club House, Shell Filling Station, destroy Rivers, shoot and maim people, spill cyanide, establish mine waste dump and pits in town?

It is very unfortunate that with all the problems that we are going through, a few people want to divert attention from the hardships that BGL has inflicted on communities on its concession but rather blame “Galamsey” operators for all the problems of Prestea, Himan, and Dumase. These people are either unaware of the problems or want to pretend that there are no problems. Infact, people who want to downplay our problems thinks that the poor do not need to be treated with respect and dignity. It is the duty of government to protect the rights of the citizens and we demand that as a right.

We call on government to halt the irresponsible and arrogant manner of BGL’s mining operations 
We call on government to institute investigations into the operations of BGL.
We re-iterate our call for investigation into the shooting of peaceful demonstrators who had gone through the due process of the law to assert their constitutional right to demonstrate.

We call on Parliament to take into account the numerous violations of community rights and enact laws that would protect communities and settlements from irresponsible investors who come into the country under the guise of investors to develop Ghana but end up destroying communities and their livelihoods.

The problem of Prestea, Himan, Dumase and its environs should be seen as national problems and we call on all well meaning Ghanaians to join the struggle to save Ghana We thank the media, WACAM and all patriotic Ghanaians who have supported our struggle to survive.

