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IN THE FAMILY COURT
Sitting at Mecdway

IN THE MATTER COF THE CHILDREN ACT 1589
& THE HUMAN RIGHTS ACT 1898
AND IN THE MATTER OF T idobk 2.1.08)

The judge has ordered a local authority to pay £20,000 in damages
each to a mother and her seven-year-old daughter for breaches under
the Human Rights Act 1998}gqurtlgIE 6 of the European Convention
on Human Rights; i it

NIEDW AY COUNCTL Applicant
. . and .
The local authority breached their rights under Article 8 ECHR ...”
and
1T iby her C hildren's Guardian] Respondents

The local authority breached the rights of T and Mother under Article 6

ECHR in that they failed to issue proceedings in.a timely manner.”

way Caunci
Ms Kate Makepeace Grieve represented the Mother. instructed by Naomi Smith at G T Stewart
Saolicitars
Mr Edward Lloyd-Jones represented the Child. instructed by Colin Cearmer at Berry & Lamberts
Satlicitors




Irene Grootboom vs. Govt. of South Africa, 2000

CONSTITUTIONAL COURT OF SOUTH AFRICA

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC
OF SOUTH AFRICA

THE PREMIER OF THE PROVINCE OF THE
WESTERN CAPE

CAPE METROPOLITAN COUNCIL
OOSTENBERG MUNICIPALITY
versus

IRENE GROOTBOOM

AND OTHERS

Heard on - 11 May 2000

Decided on 4 October 2000

Case CCT 11/00

First Appellant

Second Appellant
Third Appellant

Fourth Appellant

Respondents



Irene Grootboom vs. Govt. of South Africa, 2000
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Local Governments’ Obligation to Provide
Protection for Refugees

ICRC’s definition of Protection:
“Protection aims to ensure that

authorities and other actors

respect their obligations and
the rights of individuals in
order to preserve the safety,

physical integrity and dignity of

those affected by armed

conflict and other situations of

violence.”
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ICR

ICRC Protection Policy, Vol. 90, 2008

States have an obligation to provide
protection to all their citizens,
according to domestic legislations,
such as constitutions. But also

respect for all human beings is an

international obligation erga omnes

and no individual state can impose

inhumane conditions and claim
legality for its actions, when asylum

seekers show at their borders.







